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by Dr. Paul Dixon, President

Dr. Dixon recently spoke to the Cedarville College fami ly about
"Seizing a World of Opportunity in the Family."

W

e are in deep, deep trouble as a
nation. The problem is not the recession
of our economy but the collapse of our
morality. A jury in Simi Valley,
California found four policemen not
guilty in the Rodney King trial and
South Central Los Angeles exploded literally. Just as we had witnessed on
videotape the apparent beating of
Rodney King, we now saw the rioting,
the looting , the arson, and the video of
Reginald Denny as he was pulled out of
his truck, beaten, and shot. All of this
violence is simply the exclamation point
of a nation adrift morally .. .a nation that

allows the killing of the unborn,
attempts to justify the sinful homosexual
lifestyle, and promotes "safe sex"
instead of scriptural abstinence in the
war against AIDS. Racism, immorality,
murder, rape, and robbery abound , and
we cry out in despair, "Is there any
hope?"
Yes! Our hope is in God-and the
family. Lance Morrow, writing in TIME
magazine May 11 , 1992, points out that
ironically the last episode of the Cosby
Show aired on the second night of the
riots. "It seemed perfect that Cosby,
America's ideal fantasy father, should

vanish just at that moment: video
metaphysics. Cosby-Huxtable was a
heartbreaking American illusion." The
success of the Cosby Show was directly
related to its emphasis on the family and
family values . The show was one of my
favorites, too. Yet the most important
value was missing. There was no God in
the Huxtable family. Apparently, God
was left out of those eight years of
weekly episodes on purpose.
President Bush, after viewing the
devastation in Los Angeles, said the
answer to the problems of America's
cities is to "find ways to strengthen the
family." Cal Thomas, noting that some
federal policies "undermine family
stability," wrote, "Nothing will substitute
for or have the same effect in the rearing
of a child than a man who keeps his
promises to his wife and loves his
children." Our strength to fulfill family
responsibilities can only come from God.
Is God in our families? Oh, many of
us are professing Christians. We worship
God privately and corporately in our
churches. Do we worship God as a
family? Deuteronomy 6:6-7 is very
pointed. "And these words which I
command you today shall be in your
heart; you shall teach them diligently to
your children, and shall talk of them
when you sit in your house , when you
walk by the way, when you lie down, and
when you rise up."
Spiritually-minded Christians know
that family worship is a must. The home
is pivotal in God's plan for planet earth.
Both the Old Testament and New
Testament are pregnant with this
emphasis: "My son, keep your father's
command, and do not forsake the law of
your mother. Bind them continually upon
your heart; Tie them around your neck"
(Proverbs 6:20,21).
Our only hope as a nation is to imitate
the people of God in Nehemiah's day.
They began the rebuilding of the wall of
Jerusalem "each in front of his own
house" (Nehemiah 3:28b). We must
immediately raise up the spiritual walls
of our homes for the glory of God, the
good of our own families, and the hope
of the United States of America.
This issue of the TORCH is devoted to
worship . As we fulfill our mission at
Cedarville College we teach our students
about individual worship, the importance
of the local church in worship, and the
significance of godly families. Let 's do
more than believe in worship and talk
about worship . Let's practice
worship ...especially in our families. The
hope of our lives , families, churches, and
nation rests in the God we worship.
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Where is the simplicity of
true worship? The Magi came
into the house, saw Christ, fell
down, and worshiped Him
(Matthew 2:11). Their focus
was on Him, and only on Him.
When the Greeks came to the
feast at Jerusalem, they inquired
of Philip: "Sir, we would see
Jesus" (John 12:21).
True worship involves
loving, praising, exalting and
adoring our God and delighting
in Him. It can take place in a
cathedral or a kitchen. It can
occur when you are with others
or alone. But it must be a
genuine response of a grateful
heart according to the truth of
the Word of God. We should
not sing or pray thinking that
those activities are worship.
Rather, we should sing and pray
because we are worshiping.
No order of worship is set
forth in the Epistles. In fact, the
term "worship" occurs only
three times in those books
(1 Corinthians 14:25,
Hebrews 1:6 and 11:21). Those
passages refer to the worship of
the patriarch Jacob, the angels,
and the newly converted.
The book of Revelation,
however, contains numerous
references to the worship of
believers and angels in the
heavenly presence of God. Two
chapters (Revelation 4 and 5)
especially set forth experiences
from which we can draw
principles for true earthly
worship of our Creator and
Redeemer.

1. In true worship, we submit to

the sovereign authority of
God the Father.
When the apostle John was
caught up into the third heaven,
he first saw the throne of God
the Father (Revelation 4:2).
The divine throne was
encircled by twenty-four
smaller thrones, occupied by
the elders, and by four living
creatures.
God is central because He is
God. He is the ruler of the
universe. He is the ruler of
angels, men, animals, and
plants. David declared: "The
Lord hath prepared his throne
in the heavens; and his
kingdom ruleth over all"
(Psalm 103:19).
In true worship, we are aware
that God is in control. We
recognize that we must submit
willingly and joyfully to His

will. We pray as Jesus taught us to
pray: "Thy will be done in earth, as
it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10).
We want His will to be done in
our individual lives- in our family
relationships and career choices. We
must affirm: "For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen"
(Matthew 6:13).
In genuine worship, we
reverently accept the fact that God
can do anything that He pleases to
do- in the universe and in us. He is
the potter and we are the clay. He
can mold us into anything, and we
take pleasure in the realization that
His fingers are upon us . Even the
pagan Babylonian king,
Nebuchadnezzar, confessed: " .. .and
I blessed the most High, and I
praised and honored him that liveth
forever, whose dominion is an
everlasting dominion, and his
kingdom is from generation to
generation" (Daniel 4:34).
True worship cannot occur when
we are self-willed and rebellious.
We glorify God when we submit to
His moral will for our lives because
we are aware that we are in the
presence of the sovereign God.

2. In true worship we bear God's

word and respond in faith.
John gave this description of the
presence of the Father: "And he that
sat was to look upon like a jasper
and a sardine stone: and there was a
rainbow round about the throne in
sight like unto an emerald"
(Revelation 4:3). What is the
significance of the rainbow? Most
Bible students know that a rainbow
first appeared after the cataclysmic
flood receded in the days of Noah.
God said that it was a token of the
covenant between Him and the
inhabitants of the earth. He
promised that He would never again
destroy the world with a universal
flood of water (Genesis 9:8-17).
God has kept His pledge.
What is the significance of the
two precious stones? When the high
priest of Israel represented the
nation before God, he wore a
breastplate which contained twelve
gems (Exodus 28:15- 21). Each
stone symbolized one of the twelve
tribes of Israel. In the first row, the
first stone was sardius, representing
Reuben . In the last row, the last
stone, jasper, signified Benjamin.
The two stones thus reveal God ' s
covenant relationship to Israel. He
has promised to preserve Israel
through the centuries and to place
the nation in the millennial kingdom
(Genesis 12:1-3, 2 Samuel 7:16,
Jeremiah 31:3- 34).

The symbolism depicts the
faithfulness of God to His promised
Word. In true worship, we believe
Him. We take Him at His word.
The Bible states: "But without
faith it is impossible to please him:
for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a
rewarder of them that diligently
seek him" (Hebrews 11:6). Implicit
trust is essential to true worship. We
must believe that God is- that He
exists and that He is present. When
we are aware of His presence and
that He is speaking, we will be able
to respond as the young Samuel did:
"Speak, for thy servant heareth"
(1 Samuel 3:10).
Christ told us to hear if we have
ears to hear (Matthew 13:9). In true
worship, we open our hearts and
minds to be instructed. We enter
into spiritual security and
confidence because our God cannot
lie (Hebrews 6:13- 19). We know
that we are His sheep and that we
will never perish (John 10:27-30).
We believe that "the gifts and
calling of God are without
repentance" (Romans 11 :29).

3 • In true worship we acknowledge

God's holiness and our sinfulness.
The apostle heard the four living
creatures exclaiming: "Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God Almighty, which
was, and is, and is to come"
(Revelation 4:8). In His moral
transcendence, God is absolutely
separate from that which ethically
defiles. God sees sin, but He
perceives it for what it is: any lack
of conformity to His moral will and
holy being. And sin is totally
abhorrent to Him.
Isaiah had a similar vision of the
heavenly throne and the holiness of
God. He heard the angelic seraphim
crying out: "Holy, holy, holy, is the
Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full
of his glory" (Isaiah 6:3). When the
ancient prophet saw God as He is,
then he saw himself as he
really was. In desperation,
he declared: "Woe is me!
for I am undone, because I
am a man of unclean lips,
and I dwell in the midst of
a people of unclean lips"
(Isaiah 6:5). Isaiah then
experienced supernatural
cleansing of his iniquity
(Isaiah 6:7).
True worship is pure
and wholesome. It involves
the assessment of self by
the divine standard of
righteousness. If we truly
worship in spirit and in
truth, then we will ask God
for forgiveness and

cleansing. Worship and fellowship go
together. In essence, "God is light, and
in him is no darkness at all" (1 John
. 1:5). John then wrote : "But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin" (1 John 1:7). Genuine
worship is marked by moral honesty.
On the other hand, false worship
involves self-deception. John also wrote:
" If we say that we have fellowship with
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and
do not the truth" (1 John1 :6).
The Psalmist clearly stated: "If I regard
. iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not
hear me" (Psalm 66:18). There can be no
true worship of God if we harbor
unconfessed and unforsaken sin in our
lives. A genuine awareness of the
presence of our holy God will
instinctively cause us to have moral fear.
The prophet Isaiah wrote the words
of God to an umepentant Israel: "Bring
no more vain oblations; incense is an
abomination unto me; the new moons
and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I
cannot away with: it is iniquity, even the
solemn meeting" (Isaiah 1:13). God
hates worship produced by unclean
hands and impure hearts. We should be
very cautious whenever we gather for
corporate worship. We dare not praise
His holiness if we are also daring to
walk in moral disobedience.

4. In true wo1·sbip we submit as

dependent creatures to the Creator
and Sustainer of all things.
· The twenty-four elders fell down before
God the Father, worshiped Him, cast
their crowns before His throne, and said:
"Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive
glory and honor and power: for thou has
created all things, and for thy pleasure
they are and were created"
(Revelation 4: 11 ). God is the Creator;
we are His creatures. God alone is selfexistent. He is not dependent upon
anyone or anything for the continuation
of His being.
However, true worship recognizes we

are totally dependent. We see that
He alone can meet our ultimate
needs . Christ taught us to pray:
"Give us this day our daily bread"
(Matthew 6:11). The provision of
food is only one way by which God
meets our daily needs. As creatures
made in His image, only He can fill
our emotional, psychological,
mental, and social voids. We
cannot live apart from Him. In
genuine adoration, we confess Him
to be our sufficiency.
The Psalmist encouraged the
people: "O come, let us worship
and bow down: let us kneel before
the Lord our maker" (Psalm 95:6).
The apostle Paul declared that
Christ should have the preeminence
in all things because He is both our
creator and redeemer
(Colossians 1:15-18). When Christ
calmed the stormy wind and the
turbulent sea, the apostles
"worshiped him, saying, ' Of a truth
thou art the Son of God '" (Matthew
14:33). Awareness of God as
creator produces awe and wonder
in His creatures.
We often fail to worship God
properly because we have lost our
sense of awe. We are not impressed
when we see the grass grow, when
we smell the fragrance of a rose, or
when we hear the chirps of robins.
We fail to relate these phenomena
to God. We take them for granted,
and in so doing we take Him for
granted. We are more impressed
with modern technology than we
are with photosynthesis. We take
pride in the inanimate
conveniences of life which we have
developed .
But only God is the source of
life-both physical and spiritual.
We have procreated life, received
from our parents and derived from
the first human pair created directly
by God. We have spiritual life
when we are birthed into the family
of God through faith in Jesus Christ
(John 1:12). In true worship, we
praise His creative power and
wisdom.

5 . In true worship we exalt the

triumphant Christ.
John next saw a seven-sealed
scroll, a document which probably

symbolized the right to rule as
earth's king. The apostle then
heard an angel questioning: "Who
is worthy to open the book, and to
loose the seals thereof? "
(Revelation 5:2). No angel or man
was deemed worthy to do so. In his
grief, John began to weep. Just
imagine a future without hope, a
world in which right would never
overcome the wrong.
However, one of the elders told
John to stop weeping. There was
one, and only one, who was
worthy. That one was Jesus Christ,
the promised "Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the root of David"
(Revelation 5:5, cf. Genesis
49:8-10, Isaiah 11 :1-2). He
prevailed, overcame, gained the
victory. He conquered the evil
powers of darkness led by Satan.
By His substitutionary death on
the cross and His resurrection, He
has made possible the removal of
the effects of
sin within
the human
race and the
created
environment.
God gave to
humanity,
namely to
Adam,
dominion
over the
planet.
However, we
lost that total
dominion
through sin
(Genesis
1:26-27).
We have
polluted the
air, land, and
water which
God graciously provided. We have
fractured our human relationships
through abuse, murder, and
divorce. We live in mortal,
corruptible bodies subject to
disease and death. We presently
live in a way God did not intend us
to live.
In true worship, we extol Him
who alone has the right and power
to set things right, to bring order
out of moral chaos, and to fill our
lives with dignity and purpose. We
thank Him for restoring us to
personal wholeness and for
liberating us from the sinful
tyranny of self. In true worship, we
focus our attention on the heavenly
throne and on the Victor
(Hebrews 2:5-8). He is our hope,
our confidence, our future. In true
worship, we praise Him because

we will one day have immortal,
incorruptible bodies. We sing His
worth because we will live with Him
forever in a world of righteousness
and love.

6 • In true worship we confess Jesus

Christ as our Redeemer and we see
ourselves as redeemed sinners.
When Christ took the sealed scroll,
all heaven erupted into an anthem of
praise. The redeemed rejoiced: "Thou
art worthy to take the book, and to
open the seals thereof: for thou wast
slain, and hast redeemed us to God
by thy blood out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation,
and hast made us unto our God kings
and priests: and we shall reign on the
earth" (Revelation 5:9-10). In true
worship, we focus on Him-who He
is; and on the cross-what He has
done for us . We praise Him for His
death in our behalf. We understand
that He satisfied totally the righteous
demands of God for our sin. We
recognize that He suffered torment
that we might be rescued out of the
jaws of Hell.
In true worship, we affirm our
oneness in Christ. All racial and
ethnic groups are among the
redeemed . In true worship, there can
be no racial or ethnic prejudice.
Black and white believers are equally
accepted in the Beloved. Chinese,
Mexican, and English are equally
justified by divine grace through
faith .
The apostle Paul testified: "But
God forbid that I should glory , save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world"
(Galatians 6:14). In true worship, we
glory in the Savior, not in self. We
glory in what He has done, not in
what we are doing. We are impressed
with the Savior whom we worship,
not with our service of worship.
In true worship, we can sing with
the heavenly choirs: "Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive
power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honor, and glory, and
blessing" (Revelation 5:12).
God is seeking true worshipers who
will worship Him in spirit and in
truth . Will He find you in that group?
May we all bow before Him in true
worship. May we all taste that
heavenly experience.

Dr. Robert Gromacki ,
professor of Bible and Greek
and chairman of the
Department of Biblical
Education, is completing his
32nd year at Cedarville
College . He has authored 13
books and writes the column ,
"Bible Questions Answered," in
Confident Living magazine. -~,_,..

With careful attention to both the activity
and the attitude of worship, we can offer
music which expresses:
) our adoration of God and
His holiness
) our humiliation for our sin and
unworthiness
) our joyful experience of His forgiving
power
) our resolve to offer our lives in
dedication to His service
(cf. Isaiah 6:1-9).
Scripture describes the dedication of the
temple of Solomon:

by Dr. David Matson

Wors ip through music should be
)

J)
w

mhip, fm tho boliovot, 'hould

embrace the totality of existence. Since
music is one domain of existence, then
worship can and should be exercised
through music. "Serve the Lord with
gladness: come before his presence with .
singing" (Psalm 100:2). Successful worship
is not just a matter of activity, but also a
matter of attitude. The worship of God is
the true believer's most important activity,
but it can be exercised appropriately only
through a properly prepared attitude. We
can offer proper worship to the sovereign
eternal God when we know the theological
principles found in the Bible and allow our
worship to flow from them.
Some current difficulties in musical
worship appear to be the result of two
things. First, we have an inadequate God
concept. So many times, God's peo~le do
not worship in a manner that recognizes
God as He has revealed Himself to be in
His Word. 1Chronicles16:29 states, "Give
unto the Lord the glory due unto his
name ..." and again, "worship the Lord in
the beauty of holiness."
A second problem is that we express
ourselves musically in a manner which we
like and then try to make our theology
support what we are doing. These
difficulties can leave us with an attitude that
is inappropriate for worship.

activated by the Spirit of God
(Ephesians 5:18,19)
) consecrated by the Spirit of
God (Colossians 3:16;
~ 1Timothy4:4; Hebrews 4:12)
.,P motivated by the glory of God
(1 Corinthians 10:31).

"The priests then withdrew from the Holy Place ... All
the Levites who were musicians-Asaph, Heman,
Jeduthun and their sons and relatives-stood on the
east side of the altar, dressed in fine linen and playing
cymbals, harps, and lyres. They were accompanied by
120 priests sounding trumpets. The trumpeters and
singers joined in unison, as with one voice, to give
praise and thanks to the Lord. Accomparued by
trumpets, cymbals and other instruments, they raised
their voices in praise to the Lord and sang: 'He is
good; his love endures forever. ' Then the temple of
the Lord was filled with a cloud, and the priests could
not perform their service because of the cloud, for the
glory of the Lord filled the temple of God"
(2 Chronicles 5:11-14 NIV).

Consider again the words of
1 Chronicles 16:29, "Give unto the Lord
the glory due unto his name." Glory is
the outworking of God's character. We
will be participating in music to the glory
of God if we worship through music
calculated to reflect the person of God,
reveal the presence of God, and realize
the power of God.

Similarly, there are times in our worship
when all the human and divine requirements
are met and we are unmistakably aware of the
Spirit of God, though not confronted with the
physical presence of the Lord. Worshi~
through music is a sobering and humbling
experience.
Dr. David Matson, professor of lm::::iil!,..
music at Cedarville College , served
as chairman of the Department of
Music for 18 of his 27 years at the nl'llllllll...,_
College. He is active in church
choral music direction and
adjudicates at music contests
nationwide. Dr. Matson also 1s a
reviewer for William C. Brown
Publishing Company.

MUSIC AS WO RSHIP
should be

should not be

I. the expression of a complete and
coherent idea which is consistent
with Biblical revelation
2. an experience of adoration,
confession, and praise
3. a method of edification
-t a way to bring a straying attention to
sharp focus

l. ornamentation added like
frosting to make the service
pretty
2. merely a lesson in critical
appreciation
3. a time of entertainment
4. a cover-up for the seating of
late-comers, the movement of ushers,
or friendly conversation
5. art merely for the sake of art

5. a medium for the teaching and
strengthening of our faith

6. a firsthand creative experience and
7.

8.
9.
10.

6. the expression of just a few
the spiritual necessity of us all
talented people
the embodiment of spiritual truth and
7. an attempt to salvage a weak
idea with a spectacular sound
the illumination of a text rich with
meaning
8. a purely musical experience
a means by which God ministers to
us
9. an attempt to merely link
an element of coherence in
different parts of the service
worship
a method to combat the influence of 10. a means to invite the trite and
worldly into the sanctuary
our spiritually impoverished culture

----- - ---------·-
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identity for which she had gambled remained
as elusive as a desert mirage. And she was
lonelier than ever.
As she neared the well , the man resting there
caught her eye. Sizing up the situation in a
glance, she realized that he was not only a
stranger, but Jewish. Curiosity as to why he
had come this way was overshadowed by her
determination to deprive him of the
satisfaction of casting stones of religious
superiority. Casting the only stone she had silence-she set her lips tightly and began
lowering her bucket. "Let him think or say
what he wills. I have dealt with men before."
"Will you give me a drink?" His quiet words
shattered her wall of silence. Fumbling for
composure, she whirled around. "Who , me?"
Or more precisely, "You are a Jew and I am a
Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a
drink?"
"If you knew the gift of God, and who it is
that asks you for a drink , you would have
asked him and he would have given you living
water."
Living water- in the desert? Was there
some little stream or fountain she had failed to
see all this time? She quickly looked about.
The blazing noon sun revealed no stream, no
bubbling fountain . As she glanced back at the
stranger what she did observe was that he did
not even possess a bucket.
"Sir, you have nothing to draw with , and the
well is deep. Where can you get this living
water? Are you greater than our father Jacob,
who gave us the well and drank from it
himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and
herds?"
"Everyone who drinks this water will be
thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I
give him will never thirst. But the water that I
shall give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to everlasting life."
Her eyes widened at the thought of lugging
her heavy water jar home for the last time,
smugly sauntering past the other women in
town. "Sir, give me this water so that I won't
get thirsty and have to keep coming here to
draw water."
She may have been prepared for a sorcerer's
trick; she may have even been prepared for
derisive laughter at her vulnerability. What she
wasn 't prepared for was .. ."Go, call your
husband and come back."
His calm gaze was met by her frantic mental
gymnastics . "I've never seen this man
before ...he's never seen me ...what could he
know? ...He 's only a stranger!"
She gambled. "I have no husband ."
"You are right when you say you have no
husband. The fact is, you have had five
husbands, and the man you now have is not
your husband . What you have just said is quite
true ."
Had he slapped her she could have walked
away; had he hurled abuse she could have
retaliated. But before her heart could be
barricaded against his quiet words it had
already been broken and the young woman she
had once been wept silently for
innocence long lost. If only he had

.......

---------------------------~--

slapped her she could have walked away ...
"Sir, I can see you are a prophet." Grasping
her only hope for dignity , she blurted out the best
religious statement she could muster. "Our fathers
worshiped on this mountain , but you Jews claim that
the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem."
"Believe me , woman , a time is coming when you
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor
in Jerusalem. God is Spirit, and his worshipers must
worship in spirit and in truth ."
"I know that Messiah is corning. When he comes ,
he will explain everything to us ."
"I who speak to you am He."
Her pulse raced as the words reverberated in the
hot desert air between them. His words, her words.
In her mind they catapulted and collided. His
promises , her questions. His living water , her
limitations. Suddenly the words and the stranger' s
incredible claims began to coalesce.
" ...He will explain everything to us .. ."
" .. .The fact is , you have had five husbands , and
the man you now have ..."
" ...Messiah is coming. When he comes ... "
" .. .I am He."
She dropped her water jar and ran . Ran to town
and demanded of anyone who would listen , "Come ,
see a man who told me everything I ever did . Is not
this the Christ?"
"Is not this the Christ?" The wonder in the
Samaritan woman 's voice has struck a responsive
chord in my own . I have read her story in the fourth
chapter of John before .. .usually quickly , usually
wondering about her! How could she argue with the
Lord? Why couldn' t she understand? But in reading
again , a bit more slowly , the object of my wonder
has changed . I have seen Him and am awestruck. "Is

~=""'

not this the Christ?" No heavenly host
proclaimed Him that day, but we behold
His glory . With his simple request for a
drink of water the barriers she perceived
between them-race and genderdisintegrated . No trumpet fanfare was
heard by human ears , but angels
watched as the stranger bridged heaven
and earth. Divinity , genuinely thirsty ,
reached out to humanity. The Good
Shepherd asked a favor of one of the
sheep- and to this little lost lamb he
expressed the truth that forever liberates
Christianity of man-made barriers . "God
is Spirit , and those who worship Him
must worship in spirit and in truth."
The story would be beautiful no
matter whose life Christ touched . Other
scripture passages praise women God
has blessed .. .women such as Lydia , the
successful businesswoman who helped
establish the Philippian church . And
women such as Eunice , the faithful
mother who raised Timothy to serve
God wholeheartedly . But, as much as I
share in praising these virtuous women ,
I must confess to incredible gratitude
that the appointment at the well was
with "the woman" -spiritually starved ,
lonely, disillusioned , a mess. The
woman whose life he salvaged that day
could have been me .
To her Christ explained true worship.
To one who had absolutely nothing to
offer He mapped the way ; not to "this
synagogue or that mountain ," but to the
very throne room of God! "Worship ," he
taught , "in spirit...in truth ."
Being called to worship " in spirit" has
helped me understand why my Sunday
participation has , at times , been more
painful than glorious. " In body" worship
looks right.. .but I remember moments of
desperately wondering how a crowded
pew could be so empty , why dropping
my offering in the plate seemed
hypocritical , why every song was out of
tune. Those were times, I now believe ,
that I had come to church , but bypassed
the well. I had come hoping tradition
would bring me face-to-face with truth ,
expecting a few religious activities to fill
a void I had created ... created by living

Monday through Saturday empty of
wonder , adoration , gratitude - worship
"in spirit."
"Worship .. .in truth." Surely this
nameless woman who suddenly
discovered that she was looking into the
eyes of the Messiah understood
"Worship is seeing Him! " How ironic in
the light of the religious leaders back in
Jerusalem , dutifully carrying on the
work of praying and parading for all to
admire . Rewarded were they with
human accolades , but they missed the
Savior. We can miss Him , too , if our
heart-of-heart definition of worship is
"to impress ." Impress whom? True
worship focuses not on our credentials
but on His crucifixion , not on the
strength of our resume but on the power
of His resun-ection . Our "amazing
greatness" has been and ever will be a
tragically fatal substitution for Christ ' s
"amazing grace ."
The woman came to the well the very
picture of emptiness . She left
overflowing with the message which
brought many of her Samaritan
townspeople to the Messiah . What quiet
miracle occurred in between?
The woman at the well met the Living
Water. She saw all that she was not in
the glorious perspective of all that He is .
And He called her to come ... beyond
Jerusalem , above the mountain ... to
come and worship in spirit and in truth.
Rebecca Baker, adjunct
professor in the Department of
Comm unicati on Arts at
Cedarville College, directs
drama productions and coaches
speech recitalists. She has
appeared in several Ch ristian
fil ms and is involved with
community drama through the
Ohio Lyric Theatre and the
Springfi eld Arts Council. She
contributes to her local church
min istry throug h drama.
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realizing that drama can be a powerful
avenue of worship . Because it appeals to
our senses, we can be deeply moved in
our hearts-where real worship takes
place. Watching a character act out a
true-to-life scene, audiences can relate to
the situation, even laugh at themselves,
and be challenged with truth . After
hosting the Lifeline Players, a traveling
drama team from Cedarville College, one
pastor said, "It was like taking a trip to
the woodshed and loving every minute of
it."
The Lifeline Players have an effective
drama ministry in about 40 churches and
several Christian schools each year.
Brandon Waltz, director for the team,
says, "They use drama as a tool to
encourage and challenge believers in
their Christian walk. The team writes
their own scripts and their program
consists of several short and often
humorous sketches. Their dramatizations
allow the audience to hear and see
biblical truth applied to situations in
which Christians commonly find
themselves. "
Many churches are creating their own
drama presentations to enhance worship .
In our small church in the cornfields of
Ohio, several of us gather at 8:00 a.m .
each Sunday for a
quick final
rehearsal of a
drama sketch.

I
Then we bow our heads, asking God to
use us in the morning service. As the
director, I remind all of us, "Remember,
we are performing for an audience of
one-God. Let 's do it to please Him ."
For the past two years we have
incorporated drama into our worship at
Shawnee Hills Baptist Church in
Jamestown, Ohio. Each week the
services include short dramatic sketches
or monologues. We write the scripts to
complement the pastor's message,
working from a schedule planned at
least three months in advance .
The purpose of our worship drama is
to edify be)jevers. "Our dramas are an
integral part of the message," Pastor
Dennis Henderson explains. "They may
be the introduction to the message, the
conclusion, or perhaps even one of the
points in the middle."
We have found that, in order for the
congregation to accept worship drama
as an integral part of the message, those
on the platform should not treat it as
something "tacked on" to the order of
service. Rather, worship drama should
occur without introduction, flowing
naturally into the message.
We choose actors through thoughtful,
prayerful consideration. A worship
drama team will develop credibility
with the audience as they exhibit a
personal commitment to Christ and a

consistency in the quality of their
performances. In light of this, we try to
choose actors who have a strong
testimony in their daily lives and who can
develop their skills with a minimum of
direction. While most of our actors are
inexperienced at first, they demonstrate
good articulation as well as a lack of
inhibition about working before an
audience. We have found it best to work
with a small group of the same people
each week as we develop a rapport with
each other and our audience and, at the
same time, hone our skills with each
performance.
The Lifeline Players and our local
church group are examples of how to
implement drama in worship without a
large drama budget. Both groups perform
dramatic sketches with minimal props that
are easily located. At Shawnee Hills men
with skills in construction have
volunteered to build simple props as
needed . We have borrowed everything
from a park bench to a dressing screen
from a local school clinic. Workjng ahead
allows us to locate necessary items or ask
someone to make them .
In addition, dramatic monologues such
as "Appointment at the Well" by Rebecca
Baker require only a cast of one, without
lights or costumes. A proficient reader
who is willing to prepare to read the piece
with emotion and energy can offer a
congregation the opportunity to
experience the confrontation with the
Living Water, to reflect on the meaning of
that experience, and to internalize the very
essence of worship.
Worship through drama-as any other
aspect of worship--should be performed
with excellence. It requires planning,
preparation, a certain level of skill, and
above all a sense of reverence as we
perform for God while we lead men and
women to worship Him.
Sandi Harner is an associate
professor of English at Cedarville
College. She developed and
coordinates the professional
writing program at the College and
is a freelance writer for
Southwestern Publishing
Company and Union Gospel
Press. She serves as drama
director at Shawnee Hills Baptist
Church in Jamestown, Ohio .

eaven is a place where every resident
will bow down and worship the Christ
who redeemed him. It is and will be a
place of reverence, a place of profound
awe, respect, and worship. A young
seminary student was once called to the
deathbed of a faithful old soldier of the
Cross. The young man sought to
comfort the aged saint as he faced the
last and inevitable hour. He read to him
from chapter 14 of John, verse 2: "In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go
to prepare a place for you ." The young
man stopped reading and began
speaking to the aged Christian about the
glorious mansion in the sky. As he
spoke, the old pilgrim placed his hand
on the young man 's arm and said, "No,
no, my son, read on. Read the third
verse." So the young man continued, " If

I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may
be also." The aged saint said, "Son, that
is it! That is it! It is not a mansion in the
skies or streets of gold beyond pearly
gates that these old eyes are longing to
see. It is my Savior I want so much to
see. It will be heaven enough to love
Him and to be with Him."
J. Dwight Pentecost said, "There is the
danger that the redeemed one will
become so occupied with the
anticipation of his own experience of
glory that the supreme glorification of
the Godhead is lost. Our occupation in
the eternal state will not be with our
position or glory, but with God
Himself' (Things to Come [Findlay,
OH: Dunham Publishing Company,
1958], p. 582). As glorious as the

radiance and riches of heaven will be,
the sight of the Redeemer will make the
sight of all we shall view around us to be
of less importance to the believer.
We shall see Him. "Beloved, now are
we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is"
(1 John 3:2). "Behold, he cometh with
clouds; and every eye shall see him, and
they also which pierced him: and all
kindreds of the earth shall wail because
of him. Even so, Amen" (Revelation
1:7).
We anticipate that the first One we
shall see in heaven will be the Lord Jesus
Christ. We shall see Him as He is
described by John in Revelation 1: 13-15 :
"And in the midst of the seven
candlesticks one like unto the Son of

man, clothed with a garment down to the
foot, and girt about the paps with a
golden girdle. His head and his hairs
were white like wool, as white as snow;
and his eyes were as a flame of fire; And
his feet like unto fine brass, as if they
burned in a furnace; and his voice as the
sound of many waters. " These verses
paint the only authentic portrait of Christ
as He is and as He will be. No artist on
earth has or will ever match it!
We shall worship Him . "Worthy is the
Lamb that was slain to receive power,
and riches, and wisdom, and strength,
and honour, and glory, and
blessing .... And the four and twenty
elders fell down and worshiped him that
liveth for ever and ever" (Revelation
5:12,14). "And I John saw these things,
and heard them. And when I had heard
and seen, I fell down to worship before

the feet of the angel which shewed me
these things. Then saith he unto me, See
thou do it not: for I am thy
fellowservant, and of thy brethren the
prophets, and of them which keep the
sayings of this book: worship God"
(Revelation 22:8,9).
Anne Ross Cousin wrote in her song
"The Sands of Time Are Sinking": "The
Bride eyes not her garment I But her
dear bridegroom 's face I I will not gaze
on glory I But on my King of Grace. Not
at the crown He giveth I But on His
pierced hand I The Lamb is all the
glory / Of Immanuel ' s land."
In heaven we shall spend eternity
worshiping our Lord and Savior. Don ' t
you suppose it would be a good thing to
begin worshiping Him now? When you
know Him as your Savior, you will bow
before Him as your Lord and King.

Excerpted from The Place Called
Heaven, by Dr. James T. Jeremiah,
Regular Baptist Press, 1991. Reprinted
by permission of Regular Baptist Press.
Chapter title "Heaven, a Place of
Reverence " has been changed to "We
Shall See Him. "
Dr. James T. Jeremiah,
chancellor of Cedarville
College since 1978, served as
president of the Col lege for 24
years . The Place Called
Heaven is his sixth book.
Dr. Jeremiah is a popular
speaker and has a special
ministry to senior citizens.

CAMPUS NEWS
llB COMPUTER NETWORK TO
BENEFIT STUDENTS THIS FALL

Beth Nester, a 1987 graduate of
Cedarville, was among several IBM
representatives who came to campus in
May to give students a first look at the
computers and printers that will be in 300
dorm rooms this fall.

I nstallation has begun on a
campus-wide computer network that
will link student rooms and labs to
the computer center, classrooms, the
College library, faculty and staff
offices, and other student rooms.
President Dixon says, "This
network will provide new ways for
us to fulfill our mission and to meet
our educational objectives in a world
which increasingly requires
computer literacy. Few colleges are
providing this amount of hands-on
experience, so Cedarville graduates
will have an advantage as they go
into future work and ministry."
This fall , 600 students will have a
state-of-the-art IBM computer and a
printer in their dormitory rooms.
Other students will have access to
several computer labs. By Fall
Quarter 1993, nearly all of the
residence halls on campus will be
linked to the network.
Students will be able to use
advanced word processing,
spreadsheet, database, graphics,
research, and other educational

software to complete assignments,
communicate with others on the
network, and access library holdings.
Dr. Duane Wood, academic vicepresident, says, "The campus-wide
network will enhance the close faculty student interaction characteristic of a
Cedarville education. Faculty will be
able to give assignments and present
basic information on the computer
network so they can spend more class
time on analysis and evaluation.
Students will also have a more
immediate means to communicate with
professors via 24-hour electronic mail.
The network will dramatically improve
the teaching-learning process at
Cedarville. "
IBM has named Cedarville College as
a Network Showcase Partner, and will
help make the network possible with
significant donations of equipment.
IBM plans to invite visitors from
industry and higher education to
Cedarville 's campus to show them how
to integrate a LANkit™ network into
college programs.
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COSTS

C edarvilJe College is adding
significant quality to its academic
offerings with improvements such as
the computer network and the new
Engineering/Nursing Center. Yet
Cedarville remains one of the lowestcost independent colleges in the
country.
The trustees have approved a total
cost of $9,981 for tuition, room, board,
and estimated fees for the 1992-93
school year. Students with a network
computer in their room will pay an
additional fee .
Also, most students are eligible for
some financial aid. This year,
Cedarville students received over
$5 million in aid.

ENGINEERING/NURSING CENTER
GETS FINISHING TOUCHES

W
orkers are painting, carpeting, and
installing fixtures in the new
Engineering/Nursing Center. The
interior finishes will be completed in
time for the departments to move their

furniture and equipment in August. The
engineering program bas benefitted
from several donations of equipment. To
date, $4.7 of the $7 million needed for
the campaign has been committed.

MURDOCH
CE ARVILLE
NAMED TO NAIA GRADUATES 418
HALL
D r. Paul Dixon, president of
Cedarville College, will address the
OF
418 graduates, their families , and
friends at the 96th Annual
FAME
Commencement, Saturday, June 6. The
graduation exercises will take place in
the Stranahan Gymnasium of the
Athletic Center.

T he National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) has
elected Cedarville College men's tennis
coach J. Murray Murdoch to its Hall of
Fame. Dr. Murdoch is a professor of
history at Cedarville and chairs the
Department of Social Sciences and
History. He authored Portrait of
Obedience, a biography of Dr. Robert T.
Ketcham, and Cedarville College: A
Century of Commitment.
Cited for his high ideals of
intercollegiate athletics and fine moral
character as well as the achievement of
his teams, Dr. Murdoch was inducted
May 17 during ceremonies at the NAIA
National Tennis Championships in
Kansas City, Missouri.
In his 26 years as coach, the men's
tennis teams have compiled a 513-63
record with 21 NAIA District 22
championships and 22 Mid-Ohio
Conference (MOC) titles. Cedarville
teams played in 24 NAIA national
tournaments, placing 8th in 1989.

ORENSICS
TEAM REPEATS
AS STATE
CHAMPS
F or the third consecutive year, the
Cedarville College forensics team won
the Ohio forensics (speech competition)
title. Team members took first place in
nine categories. Senior communications
major Jodi Culp of DeWitt, Michigan
was a triple champion, placing first in
Persuasion, Informative Speaking, and
Impromptu Speaking.

O ver 100 members of the college
family will share their faith in
countries around the world this
summer through the Missionary
Internship Service program (MIS) .
Medical missions teams will go to the
Ivory Coast and Alaska. Four teams
will travel to Eastern Europe, three to
Romania and one to Hungary. Other
European teams include those going to
England, Germany, Portugal, and
Spain. Teams and individuals wiJI also
minister in Australia, Bolivia, Brazil,
the Dominican Republic, Malaysia,
Mexico, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, and the Philippines.

ITINERARIES
Dr. Paul Dixon, President

PROFESSORS
RECEIVE
PROMOTIONS
T he trustees of Cedarville College
recently approved promotions for the
following professors: Galen Smith to
associate professor of economics,
Dr. J. Wesley Baker to professor of
communication arts, Dr. Charles Dolph
to professor of psychology, and
Dr. Dennis Flentge to professor of
chemistry. Dr. Carolyn Carlson,
professor of nursing, and Deborah
Haffey, assistant professor of
communication arts, received tenure.

Cedarville, Ohio-96th Commencement, Cedarville College June 6
Oshkosh, Wisconsin-First Baptist Temple, June 21 , a.m . '
M~nomonee Falls, Wisconsin-Calvary Baptist Church , June 21 , p.m.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin-GARBC Conference, June 22-24
Ft Wayne, Indiana-Blackhawk Baptist Church , July 1
S~hr~on Lake, New York-Word of Life , July 4-11
B1_rmmgham, Alaba'?1a-;-Shades Mountain Independent Church, August 9
Htc~ory C?rners, M1ch1~an-Gull Lake Bible Conference, August 15-21
Elyria, Oh10-Pastors/W1ves Retreat, First Baptist Church , August 24-25

Dr. Jam es T. Jeremiah, Chancellor
Milwaukee, Wisconsin-GARBC Conference, June 22-24
Montrose, Pennsylvania-Montrose Bible Conference July 13-19
Berea, Ohio-Berea Baptist Church , July 20-24
'
Madison, Geo~gi~-Bethany Baptist Church, August 2-5
Dollar ~ay, M1~h1~an-Be!hany Baptist Church , August 23
Eagle River, M1ch1gan-G1tchee Gurnee Bible Conference, August 24-29
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